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Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions.)  Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions.) 

COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store  VACANT/NOT IN USE 

  DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style 

 

 

 

 

Materials (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property:  CONCRETE, BRICK 

5.  Classification 

 Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)  Category of Property (Check only one box) 

 [x] Private  [x] Building(s) 

 []  Public-local  []  District  

 []  Public-state  []  Site 

 []  Public-federal  []  Structure 

  []  Object 

Number of Resources within Property (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

 Contributing  Noncontributing  

 1   Buildings 

    Sites 

    Structures 

    Objects 

 1  0 Total  

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register N/A 
 

6. Function or Use 
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Description 
 

Summary Paragraph (Briefly describe the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of 

construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.) 

 
The Strode Building is a two-story brick and concrete building on the northeast corner of 16th and ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘs in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. Designed by noted Lincoln architects Fiske & Meginnis for Edmund C. Strode in 1916-17, the building served the 
auto industry along LincolnΩǎ !ǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ wƻǿ. Originally constructed to house two distinct automotive showrooms on the 
south side of the first floor with interior parking on the north side. The second story was open garage and service space. 
The building was rehabilitated as a Federal Historic Tax credit project and received Part 3 certification on 15 June 2020, 
pending National Register listing. Overall, the building retains a high degree of physical historic integrity and expresses 
significance related to the development of Automobile Row in Lincoln. It also meets the registration requirements 
identified in the Historic and Architectural Resources of the Detroit-Lincoln-Denver Highway in Nebraska under Criterion A 
as the Automobile Agencies, Garages and Dealerships property type. 

 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable.) 

 
The Strode Building was completed in 1917 by noted Lincoln architects Fiske & Meginnis. Constructed specifically for 
Nebraska Oldsmobile Company and Shore & Beach Automobile Company, the building was designed to house an 
automobile showroom, repair space, and storage. The Lincoln Star on April 8, 191т ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ {ƘƻǊŜ ϧ .ŜŀŎƘΩǎ ƴŜǿ 
location ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅέ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ǎƘƻǇ άǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇŀŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜǎǘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǿŜǎǘΦέ1 

[ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ 5etroit-Lincoln-Denver (D-L-D) Highway/ΩhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ between the 
downtown commercial district and Antelope Creek, roughly 16th to 23rd Streets. This development east of downtown 
formŜŘ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ άŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ǊƻǿΦέ hǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǘŀƴǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ-related buildings in this area include the Lord 
Building at 1622-40 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ and the Duteau Building at 1800 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ {ǘǊƻŘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ 1600-мслу άhΩ Street 
and construction date of 1916-17 make it one of the early large automotive buildings ŀƭƻƴƎ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ !ǳǘƻ wƻǿ and 
the closest to central downtown. The east-west oriented ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ today is a paved four lane busy city street and state 
highway, and 16th Street is a one-way multi-lane southbound connector linking University of Nebraska-Lincoln, downtown, 
State government offices, and historic neighborhoods. The Strode Building anchored the 16th and ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ portion of 
Automobile Row.  

The rectangular plan building faces south where the main façade and storefront front ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ. The south and west 
facades are clad with dark brown face brick. The six bay ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ storefront has two pedestrian entrances. Originally each 
provided access to separate tenant spaces, wiǘƘ мслл ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴŘ мслу ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƘŀƭŦΦ However, in the 
current condition the two entrances access one open space. The demising wall was removed at some point in history which 
has not been verified. The western most pedestrian entrance on the south façade is a simple recessed glass and aluminum 
door system with tile at the entry while the eastern most entrance is a glass and aluminum door system flush to the wall. 
This historic storefront configuration is intact. The ornate transom glass as seen in historic photographs was removed 
sometime after 1944. Additionally, the east tenant automobile door was clearly visible in historic photos up to 1947, 
sometime after that it was infilled with a large storefront type window and brick knee wall.  

Historically, the seven-bay 16th Street elevation had, from south to north, three storefront windows, three bays of paired 
windows, and an automotive entrance at the north end of that façade. Prior to the rehabilitation, only two of the openings 
remained intact, the southernmost storefront and the automotive entrance. The rest of the openings had been infilled with 
brick. The two bays with paired windows remain infilled with brick. This area inside the building houses the interior parking. 
A new overhead door has been added to the garage entrance.  

¢ƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŦŀœŀŘŜ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭŜȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ άhέ ŀƴŘ άtέ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦŀœŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ōǊƛŎƪ ƭŀƛŘ ƛƴ сΥм 
common bond. A recessed automotive entry bay has been cut into this façade. Original plans indicate this is not the as-

                                                                    
1 ñShore & Beach Will Move Into New Home May 1,ò The Lincoln Star, 08 Apr 1917, P. 14. 
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designed condition. A functioning overhead door provides access to the building at this location. Window openings had 
been fully infilled with brick at this elevation. Ground floor windows are rectangular with segmental arched caps while 
second floor windows are simple rectangles. Window openings have been restored and new windows to match the historic 
window configuration have been installed.  

All fenestration on the second story had been infilled with brick except for five openings, three on the west façade and two 
on the south façade. There were three second story windows across the south façade within each bay separated by brick 
with the unique end pavilions at the corners. Original plans indicate second story windows along the south façade were 
nine over one double-hung panes with simple one over one double-hung units on the west. As part of the rehabilitation of 
the building, all of these window openings have been restored and new windows that match the historic configuration have 
been installed. Architectural elements of the brick façade delineate the corner bays with brick pilasters creating end 
pavilions. Each end pavilion had a tripartite window in a wide opening on the second floor. The pavilion windows are 
topped with ŀ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀōƻǾŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ōǊƛŎƪ ƭǳƴŜǘǘŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊǊƛƴƎōƻƴŜ άŦŀƴŎȅ-ǿƻǊƪΣέ ƭŀƛŘ ŘƛŀƎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ-brick 
units. Running the lengths of the south and west facades is a corbelled rowlock cornice, which arches gracefully above the 
pavilion lunettes. Completing the south and west walls are parapets capped with limestone coping which step up at the end 
pavilions forming a triangular peak over the curved arches. There are two single windows per bay across the second story 
on the west elevation separated by detailed brick work. Ornamental truncated cross shapes occupy brick panels between 
window bays on the west façade. Though these ornaments closely resemble the Chevrolet bowtie logo, original plans 
document that they were ornamental in nature with no corporate association. 

The roof is flat membrane that had a brick chimney projecting above at the north façade. The chimney was deteriorated 
with significant brick spalling and open mortar joints. A new membrane roof has been installed and the damaged chimney, 
no longer in use, was removed to the roofline as part of the rehabilitation project. Bricks from the chimney were salvaged 
for use in repairs elsewhere in the building and in the construction of new brick and concrete piers at the east sidewalk 
entry to meet current city code requirements. 

The main floor of the building was constructed to house two distinct tenants. The ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ façade is organized into six 
storefront bays separated by brickwork pilasters on the first story. The formally finished first floor housed two auto show 
rooms and utilized the large expanses of storefront to show off their product. Offices were located toward the back of the 
first-floor sales rooms and the rear of the building was used for storage. Each tenant space was accessed by distinct 
automobile door openings into the building. The east tenant had an automobile door off of ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ along with access 
from the alley. The west tenant had an automobile door on 16th Street. One automobile door on the alley and one on the 
16th Street façade remain in use.  

Inside the building, the first floor retains two use areas: the former showroom space up front (south) and garage or interior 
parking at the back (north). Prior to the rehabilitation the spaces were divided by new construction office area. Original 
one-inch square white ceramic tile flooring clearly shows the line where the demising wall separated the two historic 
showrooms was once located. The floor today is in fair condition with a black and white Greek key design border around 
the limits of the show room area. A dropped lay-in ceiling tile system with fluorescent light bays covered the concrete 
structure. The ceiling is open concrete painted concrete structure throughout the first-floor space. There is no evidence of 
historic ceiling material and historic photographs of the interior have not been located. Square wood columns provide 
structure support throughout the space. A water main pipe and control valves have been installed in front of the show 
room windows at the south facing façade. The pipe connects to the city water line and the building sprinkler system. Here 
the floor is concrete. The overhead doors at the west and north facades still function and provide automobile entry into the 
space which is now utilized as indoor parking for the tenants above.  

The main service garage and auto repair took place on the second floor. Originally, two large freight elevators transported 
the automobiles between service levels within the building. The elevator for the east tenant has been removed while the 
west tenant elevator remained in working order until the recent rehabilitation into apartments on the second floor. It is 
located near the center of the floor plan, and the elevator works (pullies, motor, and cables) and car have been fixed in 
place on the second floor of the building and been incorporated as a corridor design element for the apartments. 

The ceiling where the former automotive elevator for the east tenant has been infilled which left the centrally located 
automobile elevator as the sole form of industrial access to the second floor. The open elevator consisted of a wood 
platform with beadboard side walls and exposed pulleys, counterweights, and motor. An enclosed stair to the second floor 
is located at the northeast corner of the footprint. 
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Historically, the second story was an open floor plan with exposed wood ceiling structure and wood support beams with 
concrete floor. Both automotive elevators accessed the open plan. It is unknown if the second floor was subdivided for 
each tenant historically or if the open plan was shared. Alterations over time including removal of the eastern automotive 
elevator, did not reveal any indications of such a division. The floor showed wear from years of automotive service with 
stains, pitting, uneven areas, and cracking. Wherever possible the original floor has been retained within the new 
apartment units and the entirety of the public corridor. Thirteen apartments accessed by a rectangular corridor now occupy 
the second floor. A single bay within the roof was opened to provide a light well for the interior apartments. The original 
brick and plaster walls, columns, roof trusses, and concrete floors have been retained throughout the second story. The 
apartments range in size from a single studio to mostly one and two-bedroom, market rate units. 

The rehabilitation was completed in March 2020 and utilized both the Nebraska State Historic Tax Credit program and the 
Federal Historic Tax Credit program. Prior to the rehabilitation, the building was used as an auto service garage and 
provided car storage. The building is located on a significant corner bridge the central downtown with east downtown, the 
University of Nebraska, and central historic neighborhoods. Restoration of the transparent elements on the building 
(windows and storefronts) have improved the aesthetics of the corner and brought a new vitality to the block. 
 
Aspects of physical integrity have been respected throughout the rehabilitation of the property. It retains integrity of 
location, setting, feeling, and association. Changes to the second story alter the original design, however as a secondary 
space the alteration does not significantly impact the overall integrity of the property.  New windows were designed based 
off the original plans and though not the original wood frames with single panes of glass, the new windows match the 
configuration and interior materials as they are wood frames clad with aluminum on the exterior. Window configuration 
was selected based on the original plans with 9/1 double hung units across the second story on the south elevation, 1/1 
units on the west elevation, and 4/4 units on the north elevation. Design and workmanship remain evident in the former 
showroom floor as well as the intent of two spaces by retaining the ghost of the wall location in the tile floor.   National 
Register Bulletin 15 defines design as the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of 
a property. The Strode Building still clearly represents the historic design intent. 
 

 
 Figure 1. 16th ÁÎÄ Ȭ/ȭ 3ÔÒÅÅÔÓ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔȢ 0ÈÏÔÏ ÔÁËÅÎ !ÐÒÉÌ ΨΦȟ ΧίΩΧ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÕÒÔÅÓÙ ÏÆ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÐÅrty 

owner. 
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8.  Statement of Significance 

 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
όaŀǊƪ ά·έ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
property for National Register listing.) 
 

X A Property is associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history.   

 B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past.   

 C Property embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction or represents the 
work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 

 

 

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or 
history.   

 

Criteria Considerations 
όaŀǊƪ ά·έ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇƭȅΦύ 
 

Property is: 

 A Owned by a religious institution or used 
for religious purposes.   

 B Removed from its original location. 

 C A birthplace or a grave. 

 D A cemetery. 

 E 
A reconstructed building, object, or 
structure. 

 F A commemorative property. 

 G Less than 50 years of age or achieved 
significance within the past 50 years.   

 
 

Areas of Significance  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

COMMERCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Period of Significance 

1917-1931 

 

 
 

Significant Dates 

N/A 

 

 

Significant Person  
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

 
 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

 
 

Architect/Builder 

Fiske & Meginnis 

Olson Construction 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, 

applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Strode Building is eligible for the National Register on the local level under Criterion A for association with [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ 
second phase of automobile development and commerce. It contributed to the development of the automotive 
commercial and retail industry in the city. The building was constructed ŀƭƻƴƎ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ !ǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ wƻǿ ƻƴ ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ from 
roughly 16th to 23rd Streets and was built for transportation and commerce as an early automotive sales and service 
building on the Detroit-Lincoln-Denver Highway. Edmund Strode, a prominent Lincoln attorney commissioned the building 
from noted Lincoln architectural firm Fisk & Meginnis and the first tenants were the Nebraska Oldsmobile Company (west 
side) and the Shore and Beach Automotive Company (east side). A variety of automotive tenants occupied the building 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊƻŘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŀnd 
Architectural Resources of the Detroit-Lincoln-Denver (D-L-D) IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛƴ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀέ aǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ CƻǊƳ 
(MPD). It represents the Automobile Agencies, Garages and Dealerships property type described in the context. The period 
of significances begins in 1917 when the building was completed and extends through 1931 when the D-L-D highway was 
ǊŜǊƻǳǘŜŘ ƻŦŦ ΨhΩ {ǘreet.  
 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   
 
Early Automobile History in Lincoln 

The Strode Building represents the second phase of Automobile Row development in Lincoln. Though incredibly popular at 
the time of its construction, early automobiles in Lincoln were received warily at first. In 1900 there were five sold in the 
community. The Wittman company is credited as the first to introduce automobiles in Lincoln in 1900 with steam 
runaboutsΦ ²ƛǘǘƳŀƴΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ммth ŀƴŘ άbέ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ Ǌƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ2 One early 
article in the Lincoln Star proclaimed the automobile was a cause of disease in women, claiming that doctors are forbidding 
it to their patientsΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƛƴǎƻƳƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ άǿǊŜŎƪŜŘ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ άǳƴƳƛǎǘŀƪŀōƭŜ ŀǳǘƻ ŦŀŎŜǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎǊƻǿŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜŘ ŜȅŜΦέ !ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅΣ ƻǾŜǊ-exertion, prolonged nerve strain, an 
overtaxed heart, eye inflammation, and many other symptoms, the automobile was deemed a danger for women.3 
Conversely, much joy was had by other owners as the ease of transportation, the convenience over the street car, and not 
having to manage horses being startled by trains or other such frights in the street was advantageous. Other scattered 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ǊŀƴƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŜŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ άŦǊŜŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǿŀȅ ƻƴ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƭƭΣέ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾide a show for those on hand to contribute to 
getting the horseless carriage moving.4 

Six months into 1904, 30 automobiles had been sold in Lincoln from small steamers and runabouts to two larger touring 
cars, and cross-country travel had begun. It was not ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ Ǉǳƭƭ ŀ ŎŀǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
muddy ruts. Two early dealers, Sidles and Wittman were adding automobiles to their inventory that included bicycles and 
other mechanical items. Public interest was piqued with the knowledge that city streets were being paved in asphalt with 
brick gutters. The plan was to complete paving on 11th {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ άhέ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ ά/έ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻƴ ά/έ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǘƻ нтth 
Street, north on 27th {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǘƻ άhέ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜǎǘ ƻƴ άhέ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ммth Street. This paving effort would make downtown 
traversable by the small, more affordable automobiles.5 By far the most widely available car in Lincoln was the Cadillac with 
five sold to one of every other available, as claimed by Sidles Cycle Company.6 

By July 1, 1905 the state first registered and licensed individual automobiles at a fee of $1.00 per and required a tag made 
up of a metal plate that bore the number of the machine and the number of the license be displayed at all times. The plates 
were large ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ƻŦ ŀ άǎŎƻǊŎƘŜǊέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ 

                                                                    
2 ñMarvelous Development of the Automobile Industryò Lincoln Daily Star, 9 April 1905. 15. 
3 ñAuto Cause of Diseases.ò The Lincoln Star, 31 March 1904. 9. 
4 ñToo Speedy: Automobiles Have Free right of Way on Lincoln Streets to Main and Kill.ò Lincoln Star, 23 May 1904. 6; 

ñWhen The Automobile Stopped on Busy Street.ò Lincoln Star, 30 May 1904. 3. 
5 ñThirty Autos Sold in Lincoln.ò Lincoln Star. 13 July 1904. 8. 
6 Advertisement. Lincoln Star 20 August 1904. 4. 
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number. The first legal safety measures included a speed limit not to exceed one mile every six minutes in crowded areas 
and no more than one mile in four minutes in other areas. Further, auto drivers were required to assist with any animals 
that became frightened by their machines to help calm them. The number of automobiles registered in Lincoln had doubled 
to 64 by May of 1905.7 

By this time, though regulations were developing, and some citizens were still fearful, the automobile was a profitable and 
efficient means of transportation in Lincoln. Companies were beginning to equip their sales representatives with 
automobiles to increase efficiency, primarily because of the extent of paved roads within the community. Automotive 
commerce in Lincoln varied to include services and support retailers for tires and accessories, clothing accessories such as 
gloves, veils, bonnets, and coats all specifically designed for the automobile were widely available at many Lincoln retailers. 

To make it official, the first Lincoln Automobile Club was also established in 1905. The Club organized tours, races, meets 
and promoted the use of automobiles. Automobile clubs also assisted with the Good Roads Movement to promote road 
improvements across the country which became more important with the popularity of the automobile and the desire for 
cross-country recreational travel. Availability of automobiles increased every year with more affordable options that were 
not able to traverse rough terrain like larger more expensive touring cars. Their advocacy for Good Roads was important 
ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊƻŘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎΩ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴg this rapid growth, when 
Washington, D.C. hosted its first national automobile show in 1910, there were 622 American manufacturers exhibiting 
their cars and accessories at the show. 8 Lincoln dealers chose to represent at shows a bit closer to home, heading to the big 
automobile shows in Chicago. H.E. Sidles made trips to Flint, Michigan to visit the Buick company plant that supported his 
ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Cƭƛƴǘ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ άŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴƛŀƭ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ŎƻǊƴ-fed Nebraskans 
ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƭ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ9 

By 1910 Lincoln Police Department had switched completely to motor patrol, much to the consternation of Ned and Frank, 
the patrol horses who, after being sold, returned to police headquarters to line up in their stalls. It took the police 
department six weeks to reform the barn with hay and water pails into a concrete floored garage for motorcycles and 
automobiles with no room for horses. Fortunately, Ned and Frank were returned to the farmer who purchased them at 
auction.10 

By now the first major buildings and sales spaces constructed for and dedicated to the car appeared in the landscape. When 
the Lincoln Automobile Company built their new modern one-story garage and showroom at 335-345 South 11th Street in 
1911, the new construction cemented the area of the Automobile Row, roughly between 9th and 11th Streets and ΨLΩ to ΨOΩ 
Streets.11 Lincoln remained primarily a community where car brands were sold rather than cars manufactured, however 
there were a few short-lived companies that manufactured autos such as the Field Car and Cushman Company that made a 
very small number of cars for family and friends before securing themselves in the motor scooter and golf cart industry.12 

By 1911 Nebraska lead Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma in the number of automobiles licensed with 14,282 licenses issued 
between 1905 and 1910 which resulted in an approximate investment of $14,000,000 in automobiles in Nebraska alone. 13 
The numbers continued to grow during that year and beyond and cars became more widely accepted as public agencies 
such as police, fire, and postal service switched over to motorized transport. 

¢ƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ άhέ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мсth and 17th Streets began development at this time with a garage building constructed 
for lease. This began speculative construction of commercial buildings for the automotive industry, such was the booming 

                                                                    
7 ñAll Automobiles Must Be Registered.ò Lincoln Star, 18 April 1905. 1.; ñSixty-Four Automobiles Owned in Lincoln.ò 

Lincoln Star 28 May 1905. 4. A scorcher was the name given to accidents involving automobiles because of the speed the car 

would drive by and practically scorch those involved. 
8 ñIrresistible Onslaught of the Automobile.ò Lincoln Star, 9 January 1910. 8. 
9 ñGeorge Returns.ò Lincoln Star, 15 February 1910. 2. 
10 ñCast Off Police Horses Return.ò Lincoln Star, 19 September 1910. 2. 
11 ñLincoln Automobile Company.ò Lincoln Star, 20 June 1910. 14. 
12 ñThe Field Car-Made in Lincoln.ò Lincoln Star, 2 January 1911. 22.; Walt Sehnert, McCook Gazette, 28 February 2011, 

accessed online 10 July 2020 at www.mccookgazette.com  
13 ñNebraska Heads Other States in Automobiles.ò Lincoln Star, 25 January 1911. 3. 

http://www.mccookgazette.com/
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ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ ¢ƘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ мспу άhέ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ мтth ŀƴŘ άhέ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪΣ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ 
by A.L. Shader in 1912. The sizable building was 75 x 142 feet and constructed of brick and terra cotta with large plate glass 
show room windows. The service garage was on the second floor with a large automotive elevator and storage in the 
basement. Interestingly, the building was constructed across from the Rawlings block which was being renovated from a 
stable to office suites. Lord Auto Company would occupy the space upon its completion and its name would adorn the 
cartouche at the cornice. Lord had only been in business for one year at his location along auto row at 12th ŀƴŘ άtέ 
Streets.14 However, it is unclear if Lord actually occupied the building right away as the Ford dealer was listed at the address 
immediately following construction of the building and Lord remained at a 12th Street address for several years. The 
building was completed in 1913 and began a new generation and new location of automobile row in Lincoln.  

Strode Building 

Lincoln attorney Edmund C. Strode purchased the property occupied by Lincoln Lumber Co.15 on the northeast corner of 
16th and ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘs in July of 1907, shortly after his time as City Attorney.16 His site was located on the fringe of downtown 
Lincoln in an area characterized by transitional development. Many sites in the adjacent blocks to the west of 16th were 
occupied by movie theaters. Complementary to these area businesses, a 30-foot by 60-foot iron stage was constructed on 
the 1600 ΨOΩ site in 1911 for the Airdome Theater,17 an open-ŀƛǊ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ άǾŀǳŘŜǾƛƭƭŜΣ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ƛƭlustrated songs, a 
п ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ18 Beginning in the winter of 1912, the Airdome Theater was also being used for 
roller skating, advertised with maple floors and an orchestra. In 1913, a roof was 
installed over the skating rink.19 

E.C. Strode was an influential and powerful attorney in Lincoln. His long career was 
punctuated by many financial successes as well as personal turmoil. He and his wife 
had one daughter and struggled with a rocky marriage, which eventually lead to a 
divorce filing that was never fully executed.  He left Lincoln in 1915 to fight a nine-
month legal battle involving 27 fire insurance cases in which he represented the 
Mountain Timber Company, owned by Nebraska concerns. When he sent word in 
April 1916 that he won the case with a $277,000 settlement, he returned to Lincoln 
and spent some of his hard-won earnings.20 Upon his return he purchased one of 
[ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎΣ the Phillips Castle, or Whedon House, at 1845 D 
Street and bought a new car both in October. By December he applied for the building 
permit to build the garage and showroom at 16th ŀƴŘ ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƘŜ 
employed noted Lincoln architectural firm Fiske & Meginnis to design a suitable and 
stately brick block that would provide additional stable income from the automotive industry. Strode had no other 
commercial property but invested in this building as well as his impressive residence.  

It was one of the most prominent downtown commercial buildings designed by the prolific Lincoln architects Fiske & 
Meginnis and was built by the leading construction firm of Olson Construction Company.21   Ferdinand Fiske practiced 
architecture in Lincoln from 1888-1930. In partnership with Harry Meginnis, they formed the firm of Fiske & Meginnis and 
practiced between 1915 and 1924. They designed some of the most notable buildings in Lincoln and were prolific in their 
nine years together.22 

By 1917, the year the Strode Building is completed, the number of registered automobiles dramatically increased to nearly 
150,000, aƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΣ мфмуΣ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΩǎ ǇŜǊ ŎŀǇƛǘŀ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ сΦт ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ 

                                                                    
14 ñ20,000 Garage Will Be Built.ò Lincoln Star, 18 February 1912. 1. 
15 1903 Sanborn. 
16 Lancaster County Deeds: Book 150, P. 129. 
17 Building Permit Application #4142. 
18 The Lincoln Herald, 9 Jun 1911, P. 1. 
19 Building Permit #4914. 
20 ñWon Big Insurance Settlement.ò Lincoln Star, 8 April 1916. 8. 
21 Building Permit Application #6888. 
22 Fiske & Meginnis, Architects from e-nebraskahistory.org, accessed 7 June 2020. 
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and the ratio of automobile ownership continued to rank among the highest in the nation.23 Strode utilized this popularity 
to construct a building that would serve the automotive commerce in Lincoln. Its location at 16th ŀƴŘ ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
the Lord Block completed this block and provided a solid presence along the D-L-D Highway that ran right in front of the 
building along ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƛŘŜŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƻ ǊŜǘŀƛƭŜǊǎΦ 

When construction was completed in 1917, there was no shortage of viable tenants for the space. The first tenants of the 
building when it opened in July 1917 were the Nebraska Oldsmobile Company at 1600 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ and the Shore & Beach 
Automobile Company at 1608 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ {ƘƻǊŜ ϧ .ŜŀŎƘ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ 
and most elaborately equipped automobile sales rooms and offices in the cƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ǎƘƻǇ άǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇŀŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜǎǘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǿŜǎǘΦέ24 

Shore & Beach, later Hedges & Beach and Liberty Sales Company, ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǘ ōƻǘƘ мслл ŀƴŘ мслу ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ 
They distributed the Liberty Six and Kissel Kar, and occupied the Strode Building until 1921. A tactic employed by Shore & 
Beach was to teach people to drive without obligation to purchase a vehicle; at the time, many dealers would only give 
driving lessons after a car was purchased.25 tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ƘƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭ .ŜŀŎƘΣ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ άƘŜŀŘ 
ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΣέ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Nebraska Oldsmobile Company with Charles Tucker. Nebraska Oldsmobile distributed the Oldsmobile Eight, parts and 
repairs for current and earlier Oldsmobile models, and automobile accessories for Nebraska and southwest Iowa.26  

The Kimball Motor Car Company, distributors of Packard, moved into the space at 1608 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ in 1921. They were 
followed by their successor, Logan-Jones Motors. 

The Lincoln Oldsmobile Co. (renamed from Nebraska Oldsmobile Co.) occupied 1600 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ until 1922 when the Kimball 
Motor Car Company moved to 1608 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ, vacating their space at 1630 O. Lincoln Oldsmobile Company then moved 
from 1600 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ to the former Kimball location at 1630 O. At the same time the Lincoln Overland Company, distributors 

of Overland and Willys-Knight models, moved to 1600 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ from 1644-1648 O. 

In 1924, Carlisle Logan-Jones briefly entered the automobile industry himself by buying out 
the Kimball Motor Company to become a Packard distributor in the east bay of the Strode 
Building at 1608 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ.27 The Logan-Jones Car Company28 earned Carlisle a listing in the 
мфну ²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻ ƛƴ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻ ŘŜŀƭŜǊΦ29 The Logan-Jones family relocated to 
Hollywood, California in 1928 where Carlisle was employed as a publicist at Warner Bros. 
studios. 30 

In about 1926, the Lincoln Overland Company moved from 1600 to 1608 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ, and in 
1926 Bruce Motor Car Company signed a 10-year lease at the 1600 storefront but closed in 
1930 because of financial hardships. DuTeau Chevrolet opened a used car display in 
1930.31 In 1931 the Circus miniature golf, designed by Lincoln contractor A. E. Pierson,32 
occupied the space. The Circus advertised:  

άYŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻƭŦ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǇŀǊ ŀƭƭ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ƛǊŎǳǎ DƻƭŦ /ƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ мсǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
ΨhΩ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΦ IŀȊŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ of the 2 
complete floors with plenty of room to accommodate a large number of people at one 

                                                                    
23 Clinton Ware, ñThe Acceptance of the Automobile in Nebraska,ò Nebraska History. 37 (September 1956). 
24 The Lincoln Star, ñShore & Beach Will Move Into New Home May 1,ò 08 Apr 1917, P. 14. 
25 The Nebraska State Journal, 11 Mar 1917, P. 7. 
26 The Lincoln Star, ñNew Auto Firm for Oldsmobiles,ò 30 Jul 1916, P. 2. 
27 The Lincoln Star, ñPackard Agency Changes Hands,ò 24 Oct 1924, P. 1. 
28 The Nebraska State Journal, 30 Aug 1925, P. C8. 
29 Baldwin, Whoôs Who in Lincoln, 1928. 
30 The Los Angeles Times, ñObituary Notices: Jacqueline McMahanò, 22 Jan 2017, P. B9. The Lincoln Star, ñSociety News 

Covers Wide LocaleðWest And South,ò 04 Feb 1935, P. 10 
31 ñDuTeau Leases Building.ò Lincoln Star, 14 May 1930. 6. 
32 Building Permit #19657. 

Figure 2. Logan-Jones ad 
from Lincoln Star 24 Oct. 
1924 
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ǘƛƳŜΦέ33 

The Circus was short-lived, and by 1932 King Motors Inc. (formerly Lincoln Overland Co.)34 moved from 1608 to 1600 ΨhΩ 
Street. King Motors remained at 1600 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ until Prudential Insurance Co. sold the building to Nathan Grossman in 
1941. Grossman, of Western Auto Stores, remained at 1600 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ for four decades until he sold the building to 
Merchandise Mart in 1984 for use as a furniture store.35 

 

 

After its completion in 1917, the building housed several commercial automotive enterprises. Some of these dealerships 
may have been speculative, but the building was never unoccupied. The popularity of the automobile and the wide variety 
of dealers were aƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ ¦Ǉƻƴ {ǘǊƻŘŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мфнл ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ рлΣ Ƙƛǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜǊ олth birthday. She was a young woman at the time and lived a lavish life in a large home. She was 
a precocious child who entered university at 14. Her inheritance was quite vast, and most information written about her 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀǾŀƎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ associated with her engagement and marriage. The property 
remained in trust until it was sold to Nathan Goldman in 1941. Goldman owned the property until 1984. LǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǇƻƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ǘǊƻŘŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊΦ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ 
such as the Lord Building immediately adjacent (east) and ǘƘŜ CƻǊŘΣ ƭŀǘŜǊ /ƘŜǾǊƻƭŜǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ мулл ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
had similar stories with multiple tenants. Both buildings appear to have one major tenant for a long period of time, but with 
a variety of other businesses advertised at the same address. 

Period of Significance 1917-1931 

άhέ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
automotive dealer. ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ ƻŦ άhέ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊƻŘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘe Omaha-
Lincoln-Denver (O-L-D) and later, the Detroit-Lincoln-Denver (D-L-D) Highway.  Though a specific midwestern link, this 
highway was a component of a nationwide system connecting the east and west coasts from Boston to Los Angeles. In the 
early days of organized road development, most highways were named rather than numbered, and the popularity of the 
automobile forced a surge of the Good Roads Movement across the country.  

The Omaha-Denver Trans-Continental Route Association was established in May 1911 to envision a permanent route across 
the state and into Colorado. By 1920 several shorter highway routes were combined into a continuous highway from 
Detroit to Denver and made possible through extensive advertising and commercial sponsorship from communities and 
businesses located along the route. To efficiently construct this highway, the organizing association connected segments of 
existing roads together, rather than building new corridors. In the eastern part of Nebraska, the route often followed the 
established Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad corridor before shifting in the western part of the state to closely 
follow the Republican River valley then shifting north to again follow the rail line into Colorado.  

Safety concerns along the route quickly became an issue mostly because of increased traffic congestion and inappropriate 
engineering resulting from connecting segments of existing roadways, rather than designing new to accommodate 
automobiles. As early as 1913, numerous railroad crossings, narrow bridges, and sharp turns had to be clearly marked. 

                                                                    
33 Lincoln Journal Star, 28 Aug 1930, P. 8. 
34 Nebraska State Journal, 27 Jan 1929. 
35 Lancaster County Deeds: Book 84, P. 13733. 

Figure 3. The Circus ad from Lincoln Star 28 August 1930 
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Burlington Railway placed alarm bells at railroad crossings and made sure approaches and crossings were well graded to 
assist motorists and improve safety of auto/rail crossings. Tourist traffic was so heavy, promoters estimated that 75,000 
tourists traveled the route in 1919, two years after the Strode building was constructed. Across the state tourist attractions 
and services were constructed to support the booming business.36 

By 1916, state and federal funding regulated highways, and the D-L-D route changed and became more standardized. It 
became part of the state highway system in 1919 and was designated Nebraska State Highway 6 in 1924 when numbers 
were assigned to named highways to unify highway identification across the country. The Federal Department of 
Agriculture formally announced the numbered highway system in 1925, and Nebraska State Highway 6 became a federal 
highway in 1926.  Though the corridor was associated with several route numbers through the 1930s, by 1940 it was finally 
designed as U.S.6. Not to shift too far from the tradition of naming highways, the corridor was designated as the national 
route honoring the Grand Army of the Republic in 1937 and the Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR) in 1947 placed 
markers every 25-miles along the corridor. None of the signs remain today as they were removed by theft, vandalism, 
maintenance and after extra supplies were exhausted, they were no longer installed. However, the route is still called the 
Grand Army of the Republic Highway and other states commemorate it through signage.37 

 

 
 

                                                                    
36 Mead and Hunt, Nebraska Historic Highway Survey, August 2002.  31-35. 
37 Ibid. 37-38. 

Figure 4Φ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΥ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ /ƛǘȅΣ муст-1923. Chamber of Commerce, 1923. 
(red line added to identify D-L-D, star for Strode Building) 
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In Lincoln, the D-L-D Highway entered Lincoln from the west along West ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ, shifted briefly to West P Street until it 
crossed Salt Creek, then continued along ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ through downtown to 33rd Street. The route continued north and east 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ 5-L-D/ΩhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ between the downtown 
commercial district and Antelope Creek, about 16th to 23rd Streets. This development east of dƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ 
automobile row. Other extant examples of automobile-related buildings in this area include the Lord Building at 1622-40 
ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ and the Duteau Building at 1800 ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ. 

As traffic increased the city proposed a route change to bypass downtown to save time and increase safety. The Lincoln 
Sunday Star documented the new route in 1930 showing the new Cornhusker Highway route around the north side of the 
city limits at the time. It was planned as a paved route that would allow motorists to go around the city and not have to go 
through Havelock, University Place, or downtown Lincoln when trying to get around town. This project was done in 
partnership with the railroads because the new route significantly reduced the number of cars crossing their tracks. This 
new route became the U.S. 6 bypass and remains the route of Cornhusker Highway at the north side of Lincoln today.38 

 
 

 

 

The corridor became so popular that its original intent as a bypass to relieve the heavy traffic downtown almost 
immediately failed. Numerous newspaper articles from the 1940s document the almost instant commercial growth along 
Cornhusker Highway within this corridor and how traffic trying to access the businesses and cross the railroad tracks caused 
significant congestion in what was meant to be an area to relieve congestion. The Nebraska Department of Roads went so 
far as to approach the state legislature to empower them to regulate the development and access to the highway, although 
their efforts failed. The attempts to building the new Cornhusker Highway as a convenient bypass for Highway 6 around the 
ƴƻǊǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭŜǾƛŀǘŜ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ άhέ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ ŘƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ in 
Lincoln.39 

Auto-related businesses began locating along the D-L-D Highway, impacting the physical development of communities 
along the route. As the number of automobile agencies, garages, and dealerships increased, so did the acceptance of the 
automobile in Nebraska. These conveniences to highway travelers allowed for repair service, products, and purchase of 
automobiles themselves. Districts where automotive and transportation-related businesses were concentrated formed. 
These automobile rows were established solely in response to the automobile with the first automobile rows appearing 
near established commercial districts in the late 1910s and 1920s. 

                                                                    
38 ñCornhusker Highway Route Changed.ò Lincoln Sunday Star, 2 February 1930. 
39 The Lincoln Star. July 1943-January 1954. 

Figure 5. Lincoln Star newspaper from February 2, 1930 illustrating the new route of Cornhusker Highway around the 
north side of the city limit. This represents the present route of the road today and identifies the end of the period of 

sigƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǿŀǎ ǊƻǳǘŜŘ ƻŦŦ άhέ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ 
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The period of significance for the Strode Building begins in 1917 and extends through 1931 the year the D-L-D Highway was 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǊƻǳǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ƻǊƴƘǳǎƪŜǊ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ wŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ 
this designation shifted the focus of the automotive commerce of the district to a more localized theme. Also, in this same 
year the building was used as a miniature golf course for a short time, before its return to use as an automotive parts store. 

The building represents the significant retail automotive construction along the D-L-D Highway in Lincoln and served that 
industry throughout the historic period as home to many different dealers and garages. It is a representative example of the 
!ǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ DŀǊŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀƭŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǘȅǇŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ and Architectural Resources of the 
Detroit-Lincoln-5ŜƴǾŜǊ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛƴ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀέ aultiple Property Document. The building illustrates this property type as 
identified in the Multiple Property Document (MPD) with the character-defining features that included prominently-placed 
vehicle entries in buildings that featured display areas to showcase new automobiles and multiple bays for repairs and 
storage. Dealerships were typically multiple story buildings that resembled commercial buildings constructed of brick that 
were meant to be large, fashionable, and elegant with elevators large enough to accommodate automobiles to the upper 
stories. The Strode Building fits all these ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǘȅǇŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ at5Φ LǘǎΩ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
declining sales during the Great Depression and World War II. At Strode, the miniature golf course occupied the building in 
1931 during the Depression and at the beginning of the war, the building shifted to retail auto parts sales.40 
 
The Strode Building contributes to the important commerce developed associated with the automotive industry in Lincoln 
along the D-L-D Highway. The building is significant at the local level under Criterion A. Its period of significance begins in 
1917 and extends through 1931 when the D-L-D was relocated from ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎe traffic and increase safety. The 
two-story brick building was home to many automotive dealers at the height of the D-L-D in Lincoln.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    
40Christina Slattery, Emily Schill, and Jessie Nunn, Historic and Architectural Resources of the Detroit-Lincoln-Denver 

Highway in Nebraska, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form, (NPS# 64501212), July 

13,2014. F-7. 
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{ǘǊƻŘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ¢Ŝƴŀƴǘǎ 
Various automotive occupants of Strode Building as advertised in Lincoln newspapers.41 

 
 

                                                                    
41 Nebraska Oldsmobile Ad, Lincoln Journal Star, 28 August 1930, 8.; Liberty Sales Co, Lincoln Journal Star, 20 February 

1920. 13.; Bruce Motor, Lincoln Journal Star, 30 July 1926. 7.; Hedges & Beach, Lincoln Journal Star, 19 August 1917. 7.; 

Kimball Motors, Nebraska State Journal, 19 February 1922. 4.: Logan-Jones, Nebraska State Journal, 25 January 1925. 10.; 

Lincoln Overland, Lincoln Star, 25 October 1925. 15.; Murphy Motors, Lincoln Star, 13 January 1929. 7. 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

  preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR  67 has been requested) X  State Historic Preservation Office 

  previously listed in the National Register   Other State agency 

  previously determined eligible by the National Register   Federal agency 

  designated a National Historic Landmark X  Local government 

  recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #   University 

  recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #   Other (Name of repository) 

  recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #    

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): LC13:D9-498 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

The Strode Building resides at the northeast corner of 16th and ΨhΩ {ǘǊŜŜǘs in Lincoln, Nebraska. The legal boundary 
description of the property includes Lots 7-млΣ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ {ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƻǘ срΣ [ƛǘǘƭŜΩǎ {ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎƛǘǎ ƻƴ 
approximately 0.3 acres.  
 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property  Less than 1 USGS Quadrangle Lincoln, NE 

(Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates.  Delete the other.) 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:   

1. Latitude 40.81395 Longitude -96.69783  

2. Latitude  Longitude   

3. Latitude  Longitude   

4. Latitude  Longitude   
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

The boundary includes the lot legally and historically associated with the building. 
 

11.  Form Prepared By 

name/title Melissa Dirr Gengler and Stacey Hageman 

organization Historic Resources Group, Inc. date June 2020 

street & number 2840 Calvert Street telephone 402-770-5877 

city or town Lincoln state NE zip code 68502 

email melissa@hrg-nebraska.com 

 

 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

¶ Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
    

¶ Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.   Key all photographs to 
map. 

 

¶ Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO for any additional items.) 
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